ng network
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Aerial photography
used to map Aspen
In Strathspey




Location of existing °
Aspen stands




Assesing habitat
connectivity

500 metre buffers
indicate functional
connectivity




Gaps in Aspen habitat
act as barriers to the
dispersal of dependent
species




Improving connectivity

Planting new Aspen stands
creates habitat linkages or
‘stepping-stones’
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When habitats are fragmented,
dependent species are vulnerable to
genetic isolation and local extinctions

Strategic planning of habitat
networks encourages gene flow
and reduces the risk of extinctions,
~especially in the face of possible
impacts from climate change
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New Aspen woodlands can be created on farmland.... *
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